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Section Summary 
JAPAN ADVANCES 
The attack on Pearl Harbor left the U.S. Pacific fleet 
weak. As a result the fleet was not able to react to 
the assault. Japan was able to conquer much of Asia 
and the Pacific. American forces under the 
command of U.S. general Douglas MacArthur 
were forced to leave the Philippines. MacArthur’s 
forces could not stop the Japanese advance. More 
than 600 Americans and 10,000 Filipinos died in 
the Bataan Death March. 

 

MAIN IDEAS 
 1. The Japanese continued advancing across the Pacific in 1942. 
 2. The Allies stopped Japan’s advance with key victories over the Japanese 

navy. 
 3. The Allies began battling toward Japan. 

Key Terms and People 
Douglas MacArthur  general who commanded U.S. ground troops in the Pacific 
Bataan Death March  forced march of American and Filipino prisoners on the 
Bataan Peninsula, during which many died 

Chester Nimitz  American admiral who commanded U.S. Pacific fleet 
Battle of the Coral Sea  naval battle in which American fleet prevented Japanese 
invasion of Australia 

Battle of Midway  key Pacific battle in which Japanese navy was severely weakened 
island hopping  strategy of attacking only key Pacific islands 
Battle of Leyte Gulf  largest naval battle in history; American navy defeated the 
Japanese navy to retake the Philippines 

kamikaze  tactic of purposely crashing piloted planes into enemy ships 

Academic Vocabulary 
execute  perform, carry out 

Why were the Japanese 
able to conquer much of 
the Pacific after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  
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KEY ALLIED VICTORIES 
The Allies feared a Japanese attack on India, 
Australia, or the U.S. mainland. American code 
breakers learned to read the Japanese secret code, 
and Admiral Chester Nimitz found out that Japan 
planned to attack Australia. His aircraft carriers and 
fighter planes fought the Japanese in the Battle of 
the Coral Sea, and stopped the invasion. 

The Allies learned that Japan was planning a 
surprise attack on the Midway Islands. Nimitz was 
ready for the attack. The Allies destroyed four 
Japanese carriers at the Battle of Midway, badly 
weakening the Japanese Navy. This allowed U.S. 
Marines to invade Guadalcanal. Allied forces took 
full control of the island six months later. 

BATTLING TOWARD JAPAN 
The battles at Midway and Guadalcanal were key 
victories. This island hopping strategy was 
successful but hard to execute. The Allied forces 
slowly moved across the Pacific. 

In October of 1944 General MacArthur led his 
forces to retake the Philippines. The Allies won the 
Battle of the Leyte Gulf. After the battle 
MacArthur’s troops fought for many more months 
to drive out the remaining Japanese forces. 

Allied planes began bombing Japan in November 
1944. At this time they fought two of the fiercest 
battles of the war on the islands of Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa. 

Near Okinawa, Japanese pilots used kamikaze 
tactics against American ships. More than 2,500 
kamikaze missions were flown. After the victories 
at Iwo Jima and Okinawa, the Allies began to plan 
an assault on the main Japanese islands. 

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY 
Critical Thinking: Drawing Inferences  Why was 
island hopping a difficult strategy to execute? 

What general led the 
mission to regain control of 
the Phillipines? 

_______________________  

Underline the tactic 
Japanese pilots used at the 
Battle of Okinawa. 

What advantage did the 
American Pacific fleet have 
over the Japanese? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  
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DIRECTIONS  Look at each set of terms below. On the line provided, 
write the letter of the term that does not relate to the others. 

_____  1. a. island-hopping 
 b. Battle of Coral Sea 
 c. Battle of Leyte Gulf 
 d. heavy casualties on land 

_____  2. a. Chester Nimitz 
 b. U.S. Pacific Fleet 
 c. Douglas MacArthur 
 d. kamikaze 

_____  3. a. Battle of Midway 
 b. Douglas MacArthur 
 c. Bataan Death March 
 d. the Philippines 

_____  4. a. Battle of Midway 
 b. Bataan Death March 
 c. Battle of Leyte Gulf 
 d. aircraft carriers 

DIRECTIONS  Match the terms in the first column with their correct 
definitions from the second column by placing the letter of the correct 
definition in the space provided before each term. 

_____  5. Douglas MacArthur 

_____  6. Bataan Death March 

_____  7. Battle of Coral Sea 

_____  8. Battle of Midway 

_____  9. island-hopping 

_____ 10. kamikaze 

 a. a battle between American and Japanese 
aircraft carriers that saved Port Moresby 

 b. a naval strategy allowing Allied forces to 
cross the Pacific 

 c. the cause of thousands of deaths when the 
Japanese forced American and Filipino 
troops to walk to prison camps 

 d. the Japanese tactic of crashing planes into 
enemy ships 

 e. lost but eventually retook the Philippines 

 f. victory that led Nimitz to proclaim, “Pearl 
Harbor has now been partially avenged.” 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 96
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 96
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 96
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF>
  >>
  /ExportLayers /ExportVisiblePrintableLayers
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides true
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [702.000 873.000]
>> setpagedevice


